
From Berkhamsted to Battlefield 
 

WWI training trenches on 
Berkhamsted Common 

 
Norman Groves 
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Oh! what a lovely 

Berkhamsted! 
 

 

The Devil’s Own WWI 
Training Garrison 
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The Inns of Court 
Officers’ Training 

Corps 
at Berkhamsted 

1914 -1919 
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The  terrible cost 
2,200 were killed of 
the 12,000 men 
commissioned, and 
3,300 - 5,000 were 
wounded. 
And how many 
traumatised? 
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Thank you 
 

  Chilterns Conservation Board 
  Berkhamsted Golf Club Trustees 
  Chiltern Society 
  Heritage Lottery Fund 
  Peter Johnston, Brian & Richard Shepherd  
  35+ volunteers  
  Alex Thompson & Richard North 
  Colin Drake 
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more thanks…… 
 

  Berkhamsted & District Archaeology Society 
  Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society 
  Dacorum Heritage Trust 
  Archaeology in Marlow 
  Hertfordshire Countryside Management Services  
  Inns of Court & City Yeomanry Museum 
  Cadets from RAF Halton  
  68 (Inns of Court & City Yeomanry) Signal Squadron 
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    NEAR THIS SPOT  
    LIE THE ASHES OF 

LIEUT. COL. F.H.L. 
ERRINGTON C.B.V.D 
WHO SERVED THE 

CORPS FOR 36 YEARS 
AND WAS ITS LOVED & 

HONOURED 
COMMANDER  
1913-1916 
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    Lieutenant Colonel 
Christopher Bushell 

VC DSO 
The Queen's Royal 

(West Surrey) 
Regiment 

killed Aug 1918 
aged 29 
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Capt Walter 
Napleton Stone 

VC 
Royal Fusiliers 

killed Nov 1917 
aged 25 
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http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=9529377&PIpi=71330312


     2nd Lieutenant 
John Harrison, VC 

East Yorkshire 
Regiment 

 
killed May 1917 

aged 26 
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http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=9529377&PIpi=71330312
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Mapping the trenches on 
Berkhamsted Common 

 

winter 2012-13 
 

photographs by Colin Drake  
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Remembering........ 

 Onslow Groves 
1898 - 1979 

Radio Operator, Royal Flying Corps, 1915 - 1918 
  
  

John Goffey 
1897 - 1916 

2nd Lieutenant, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
who trained at Berkhamsted with the Inns of Court OTC 
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Going forward… 
   
•articles 
•  information board 
•  audio trail 
•  talks 
•  school resources 
•  100 year remembrance 
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Websites 
 

• chilternsaonb.org 
• chilternsociety.org.uk 
• berkhamstedarchaeology.co.uk 
• dacorumheritage.org 
• berkhamsted-castle.org.uk 
• iccy.org.uk 
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