
Open for Business – promoting tourism in the HS2 corridor
1 Feb – 31 July 2023 summary of activity

• A total of 58 businesses participated in the Open for Business programme during 
this period. Some were involved in multiple activities:
➢ 9 businesses involved in the Chilterns Walking Festival May 2023
➢ 19 businesses participated in networking events (March 2023)
➢ 34 businesses featured in promotional campaigns

• There has been good engagement with the Experience tourism programme. A 
spring/summer 4 month digital media campaign helped to promote Experiences. 

• The revitalised Chess Valley walk was launched on 27 May at an event in Chesham 
Moor. This was featured as part of the May 2023 Festival. Extensive promotion of 
the Chess Valley destination has taken place with a range of partners including 
Chiltern Railways. A new Chess Valley visitor guide is being produced and will be 
promoted from September. 



• The Festival featured 60 events over 15 days (16 in the 

5k corridor and a further 17 in wider Bucks)

• Guided walks took place throughout the Chilterns 

• We worked with over 32 organisations and volunteer 

walk leaders across the Chilterns 

• We had 517 participants on bookable walks (179 in the 

5k corridor and a further 153 in wider Bucks).

• The Chess Valley Walk launch event attracted around 200 

visitors

• We had additional bookings on third party walks

• 63% of respondents visited at least one or more local 

business 

Chilterns Walking Festival Summary  
 20 May – 4 June 2023

 



Beating the Bounds, Chess Valley walks and the Three Peaks walk



Midsomer on the Misbourne, Mayfly on the River Chess and Dadimas walk in the Bradenham Valley  



Supporting businesses through the Festivals

• 13 businesses in the project area were 
directly involved in the Walking Festival

• Many more businesses benefited from 
additional footfall to the area and from media 
coverage

Café stop at Buckmoorend Farm, Bucks

Pub stop at the Pink & Lily near Great Hampden

Local business providing refreshments at the event



“Excellent walk with lovely views - a great 

way to spend a morning”

“The leaders were outstanding - informative, patient 

and entertaining.  Please send them our thanks. 

Particularly enjoyed wading across the river at the 

end, with the help of the waders provided.  A new 

experience for our group of friends.”
“Three Peaks Walk had an excellent leader who 

set the perfect pace to suit everyone and 

provided interesting snippets of information 

along the route.”

“The walk from the Alford Arms provided a 

very generous and delicious bacon butty and 

coffee, and both the landlady (who 

accompanied us) and the 'official' walk leader 

were very knowledgeable about the area and 

its history and flora and fauna.”

Feedback from Walking Festival Participants



Promoting the Chess Valley destination with partners



Chess Valley Visitor Guide in production – to be promoted Sep 2023 



Press Coverage



• 2.1K CWF Facebook followers 
Further activity on Chilterns AONB 
facebook

• Good levels of engagement on 

Chilterns AONB twitter

Social Media





Promoting Chilterns experiences – blogs, adverts and media campaigns

Adverts in the Chiltern Society 
magasine and Round & About



Promoting Chilterns Experiences

“I really appreciate being involved, and especially having a 

place on the Chilterns Experiences website!  Awareness of 

my business is up throughout the period. I much appreciate 

being supported as a Chilterns Experience, and always value 

the Tourism Network / CCB engagement opportunities!” 

Dave Willis Bushcraft



Digital marketing campaign by Fabbrica March – August Facebook adverts & Google Ads 



Networking Events and business support

We held networking events in March 2023 with 19 
Buckinghamshire businesses participating

• We provided 1:1 business support to 
2 businesses

• We signposted businesses to training 
and further business support from 
Bucks Business First



5 new Experiences added to site:



Planning for the October 2023 Walking Festival is well underway

Hiya Bucks



Planning for Widening the Welcome workshop in September 
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