
Open for Business – promoting tourism in the HS2 corridor
1 Aug 2021 – 31 Jan2022

• A total of 35 businesses participated in the Open for Business programme during 
this period, 11 for the first time. Some were involved in multiple activities (54 total 
participations):
➢ 13 involved in the Chilterns Walking Festival Oct 2021
➢ 11 involved in the Celebration of Chilterns Food & Drink Oct 2021
➢ 15 participated in the Experience tourism workshops Jan 2022
➢ 18 Experience providers featured on Chilterns AONB and promoted
➢ 19 featured in promotional campaigns

• There has been good engagement with the Experience tourism programme. 7 
businesses are receiving 1:1 business support following the January workshops, 
with many more in the process of signing up.

• A new Experiences page has been developed on the Chilterns AONB website and 
will be launched in April 

• Plans for the May 2022 Chilterns Walking Festival are well underway. 



• The Festival featured 68 events over 16 days 

• There were 20 events in the HS2 corridor, 

involving 13 businesses

• We worked with over 50 organisations and 

volunteer walk leaders across the Chilterns 

• We had 730 participants (280 in the project area)

• 74% of respondents visited at least one or more 

local business 

• 40% of respondents came from outside the 

Chilterns

• A celebration of Chilterns Food & Drink took place 

in the second week of the Festival. 

Chilterns Walking Festival Summary  

16 – 31 October October 2021



Family-friendly Bushcraft events, outdoor cooking, 
nature spotting, heritage and history walks…





Supporting businesses through the Walking Festival

• 13 businesses were directly involved in 
the Walking Festival

• Many more businesses benefited from 
additional footfall to the area and from 
media coverage

Koko’s near Amersham, a new walkers café 
promoted through Open for Business



Press Coverage



Celebration of Chilterns Food & Drink

• This autumn we combined the Chilterns Walking 
Festival with a celebration of Chilterns Food & Drink 
delivered by the Chalk, Cherries and Chairs project

• A wide range of events were on offer, from bodgers 
pub tour and orchard events to chutney making, 
outdoor cooking and local produce walks. 

• There were 13 events involving 11 businesses from 
the HS2 corridor



Celebration of Chilterns Food & Drink





Business Engagement – Experience 

tourism workshops, Jan 2022

• Two workshops were held in January

• A total of 15 businesses from the HS2 

project area attended the workshops.

• 7 businesses so far are receiving follow-

on business support, more to follow. 



Feedback from participants

“Fascinating workshop and just what I 
needed to learn ahead of my journey 
into this brave new world”. 
Matt Writtle, Matt Writtle Photography



New visitor Experiences page on Chilterns AONB website (due to be launched April 2022)  



Communications campaigns

• Christmas shopping guide and festive 
entertainment see here including new 
initiatives such as Echo Music and 
Lindengate Illuminations

• Foraging the fruits of the Chilterns 
promoting farmshops and apple pressing 
see here

• Zero waste and refill shops see here 
featuring new enterprises including the 
Chesham refill shop

https://www.chilternsaonb.org/news/533/19/Chilterns-Christmas-Shopping-tips-and-locally-produced-festive-fun.html
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/news/517/19/Foraging-the-Fruits-of-the-Chilterns.html
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/news/529/19/Zero-waste-shops-in-the-Chilterns.html

